ARTICLES OF FREEDOM MEETUP GROUPS 

AGENDA for ARTICLE 9 
I.
Welcome 
II.
Patriots Prayer or Other Prayer  click here

III.
Song to America “AMERICA”, MP3 file and lyrics
                     (other songs and lyrics found on main resource page)

IV.
Pledge of Allegiance

V.
Announcements

a. NOTEBOOKS:  Everyone should have a notebook for the AOF meetings to hold copies of the Articles, handouts, notes, etc.  (Organizers & officers too!)
b. ORIENTATION: For all new members, again WELCOME!  If you missed the Orientation meeting, please go to this web page and catch up on the Orientation materials and introductory videos: www.givemeliberty.org/AOFMeetup.  

By reviewing the Orientation materials and the videos you will more readily see where we are in the overall AOF civic education process and you will more readily grasp the nature, history and profound power of the First Amendment Petition clause that is at the heart of the entire Articles of Freedom process. (No matter where any individual or new Meetup group joins the process, minimum recommended viewing includes introductory curriculum materials through June 22nd [Article 3, Right to Petition for Redress of Grievances]).
c. ATTENDEE SHEET – Please download and use the Form provided here for all who attend to sign in. The Secretary will maintain the Attendance Sheet in the Records Book.
d. DUES – The purpose of the dues is discussed fully in detail in the Orientation materials. In brief, each participant is asked to support the activities of the local Group at the rate of $3 per month (including the cost of the subscription at meetup.com), and the work of the national organization --  We The People Congress, at the cost of $7 per month (or $50 per year).  
The AOF project cannot succeed without your financial support!

The $3 local dues are paid locally to the Treasurer. The $7 national dues are paid as a WTP Congress membership. Each Meetup member needs to join the WTP Congress on-line at www.WeThePeopleCongress.org. Here is a direct link to Congress Membership page. 

e. ELECTION OF OFFICERS – Officers not elected at a previous meeting should be elected tonight.  The duties of chairman, secretary and treasurer are set forth in the Orientation document. 
f.  PROMOTE YOUR AOF MEETUP! -- To reach "critical mass" we need to reach out consistently and repeatedly within our communities to promote the weekly Meetup groups. We cannot promote our mission too much! 

Organizers should actively assist Members in actively promoting the meetings by distributing the easily customized, home-printable AOF Meetup “Invitation Cards,” “Tear Sheets” and “Press Releases.” The Cards can be printed on biz-card form stock available from Staples or other office supply stores. Links: 
AOF Meetup Business Cards: FRONT-of card-v1  FRONT-of-cardv2  BACK-of-card-v1
AOF Meetup Flyer: FLYER-Tear-Slip-v1 
AOF Meetup Press Release Template  Find your local media: Link 
VII. New Business: The Articles of Freedom – ARTICLE #9, FOREIGN POLICY AND THE GENERAL WELFARE CLAUSE
OF THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION

OVERVIEW:

Tonight we will look specifically at Article 9 of the Articles of Freedom, FOREIGN POLICY AND THE GENERAL WELFARE CLAUSE OF THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION

The Constitution contains two references to the "general Welfare". Its sole purpose was to ensure that Congress would have sufficient jurisdictional leeway in its legislative implementation of the far more limited, enumerated powers authorized by the Constitution.

Unfortunately, over many decades, the Congress and the Courts have "forgotten" (some might claim quite deliberately) the original intent of these clauses.  Today, our People continue to pay a hefty toll for having strayed from the Founder's original intent, as the "general Welfare" clauses have been abused for purposes both internal and external to our nation.

In general terms, the unchecked growth of our government's meddling in all matters domestic and foreign, is a direct result of the Supreme Court's refusal to strike down Acts of Congress as unconstitutional. In fact, it was the Court that y paved the legal road for Congress to abandon the Constitution.

The seminal Supreme Court decision cementing the current state  of our nation was handed down in the 1937 case of Helvering v. Davis. After President Franklin Roosevelt stacked the Supreme Court with six supportive "New Deal" judicial sympathizers during his multi-term tenure, the Court used Helvering to establish that the "General Welfare" clause, in fact, provided Congress with a new-found legal authority to tax and spend so long as the expenditures, (in this case Roosevelt's new redistributionist Social Security and Employment Insurance programs), were made toward the fulfillment of the vague concept of the national "General Welfare".

In broad terms, the reasoning of the Court was that expenditures toward the "General Welfare" did not violate the 10th Amendment and were indeed a separate and distinct category of federal authority to tax and legislate for purposes beyond the explicitly enumerated, limited powers articulated in Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution.

Writing for the 7-2 majority, Justice Benjamin Cardozo essentially gave birth to the theory of a "living" Constitution declaring, "Needs that were narrow or parochial a century ago may be interwoven in our day with the well-being of the Nation. What is critical or urgent changes with the times."      

In its bold controversial decision the Court went even further, declining judicial review of specific legislative acts, in favor of expressly recognizing Congress's broad latitude to decide what, in its own best discretion, constituted a valid exercise of its powers to provide for the public good. This single historic decision opened the door for Congress to create the plethora of new and never-ending federal programs and agencies we endure to this day.     

In fact, it was James Madison who more than a century earlier in Federalist 41 pointed out the absurdity of such logic used by the Court in Helvering, noting that if the "General Welfare" clause were ever intended or interpreted so broadly, Congress would have virtually unchecked power to tax and spend for essentially any purpose it would so desire.

And that is exactly what has happened.

Unchecked by any practical constitutional boundaries, Congress has for decades engaged in widespread, unceasing efforts to redistribute the People's wealth, meddle and attempt to "engineer" every social and economic issue and to interfere with every facet and event in the life existence the American family -- and the Supreme Court has, since the Great Depression, collaborated to uphold and institutionalize virtually every bit of it.

Certainly among the most troubling expenditures by the Congress have been for interventions and undeclared wars on foreign shores, as well as direct financial and military "aid" (i.e., General Welfare) to foreign nations to curry their favor or manipulate their elections, leaders or government policies.   

Upon leaving office, our first President George Washington, gave a public address warning of the fate that awaited our young Republic should it recklessly engage in the affairs of foreign nations.  

(Note: Tonight's video will cover Washington's farewell address)

Today's headlines continue to trumpet the damage resulting from our unchecked federal government: Our nation finds itself burdened  by almost immeasurable and un-payable debt as well as endless, undeclared foreign wars that continue to rob our People of our national wealth, the blood of our citizens, and ironically, both our domestic security and Liberty. Even the official 9-11 Report documents it was our long standing policies of U.S. foreign meddling that caused foreign nationals to turn their hostilities toward America.

Viewed from even within the limits of a domestic perspective, our priorities in vigorously funding foreign regimes and foreign intrusions in the guise of "General Welfare" appear to have been little more than a means to "stir the global geo-political pot" in order to perpetuate conflict and systemically rob the American People to fund the vast global military-industrial-intelligence infrastructure that our leaders have deemed necessary to both sustain the U.S. global "Empire" and to protect our Liberty.  

Has our government's use of the public Treasury been Constitutional?  

Has Congress fulfilled its original mandate under the "General Welfare" clause?

Can our nation continue to even fund the pursuit of the so-called "General Welfare" particularly when these expenditures and activities stand in patent defiance of the Constitution's mandates and prohibitions and on their face, work to defeat "General Welfare"?  

Given the far reaching implications of the term as exercised by Congress and upheld by the Supreme Court, can there be ANY limits upon the Government as long it justifies its acts as toward the "General Welfare"?

 SHOW VIDEO:

Tonight we'll watch a short video by Continental Congress Delegate from Colorado, David Justice.  As part of the proceedings of the Continental Congress 2009, David made a presentation in the costume of our first President, George Washington.

Here is David Justice, presenting excerpts from Washington's Farewall Address. 
 
(Video link will be posted on http://www.givemeliberty.org/aofmeetup)


ORGANIZERS: Remember that if a video will not open in full screen mode, it can be viewed at near full-screen using the "magnification" setting on the browser window (Internet Explorer, lower right corner).  Please remember to provide adequate sound amplification for your computer as needed; speakers can plug directly into the headphone jack on any laptop. Remember to bring an extension cord, as needed, to power the speakers.

VIII. Brief Discussion – Questions and Answers

IX.   Preview Next Meeting – ARTICLE 10
Next week we will study Article 10,
MONEY AND ARTICLE 1 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Our Founders knew the security and sustenance of the Republic as well as the nature of honest, sound commerce between both men and nations required the use of a fair, enduring and equally valued unit of monetary exchange.

As the six-thousand history of civilized man has shown, it is the most prudent use of gold and silver as the basis of monetary exchange that sustains these ends, and in the alternative, it is the destruction and debasement of a nation's currency that precedes its certain demise.

It is with the history of man, and the personal history of monetary mischief during the Revolution that impelled our Founders in the Constitution to mandate that Congress COIN our money and set the value thereof, and that the states use nothing "but gold and silver coin" as means to tender payments for debts.  

Unfortunately, in the early part of the 20th century, the power to create our currency was handed over by Congress to a privately-owned cartel of banks which are today known as the "Federal Reserve System."

Since that day in 1913, the value of the "dollar" has fallen by some 97% through the collusion of the Federal Reserve and the U.S. Treasury and the self-serving practices of conjuring our currency, not from physical gold, but from limitless paper debt instruments and the corollary banking practice known as "fractional reserve banking".
By these means, our government has lived far, far beyond its means (and the limited authority of the Constitution), while simultaneously enriching the Fed's private, undisclosed owners and forever enslaving the American People under a national debt that can never be repaid.

Come join us next week as we delve into perhaps the most important problem confronting our Republic: the fraud of our monetary and banking systems and the immediate threats they pose for our nation and our Freedom.


Homework for next week:

Please read Article 10 from the Articles of Freedom, the Constitution's Money Clauses, and the WTP Petition for Redress of Grievances on this topic.

As usual, the links for these documents can be found on the ArticlesOfFreedom.us website, at the bottom (footnotes) of the HTML version of Article 10 of the Articles of Freedom.
  
X. Closing Remarks – Thank you for coming!  Tell your friends, family members, associates, neighbors, about the group and invite them to come. Please remember to use the AOF “invitation cards” and “tear sheets” to promote the Group and its next meeting.

It is an honor and a privilege to be doing this with all of you.

See you next week!

####

Adjourn

ORGANIZERS:  Please note the Meeting Minutes Form:  AOF FORM 104

Meeting minutes should be recorded by the Secretary and approved via signature.  Word by word transcriptions not needed, significant content, transactions, elections, etc. should be recorded.  Please retain all minutes/corrections in permanent records.

Please remember to keep up on your record keeping! It is critical to maintain the integrity of our organization, provide the transparency needed to attract supporters and to insure the continuity of every local AOf Meetup. 
